
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOMING REFLECTIVE, INDEPENDENT & ASPIRATIONAL LEARNERS FOR LIFE 
 

Immersion Curriculum: Music Y5/6 

Cycle A 

 

At Amberley, each unit of music contains the key elements of performance, composition, transcription, description, listening and appraising, though one 

element will have more emphasis.  

Each term, children learn about a famous or influential musician, composer or artist.  

Over time, they gain a wider awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres. 

 

Intent:  

For all learners to… 

 Have an awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres 

 Play and perform using both tuned and un-tuned instruments 

 Deepen their understanding of social, historical and culture origins of music 

 To enjoy listening, composing and performing 

 To become critical listeners 



  

Focus Milestone for the end of Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Music and Movement 

Project: 

Theme related to class 

topic Invaders 

Dance Milestones 

 Compose creative and imaginative dance sequences. 

 Perform expressively and hold a precise and strong body posture. 

 Perform and create complex sequences. 

 Express an idea in original and imaginative ways. 

 Plan to perform with high energy, slow grace or other themes and 
maintain this throughout a piece.  

 Perform complex moves that combine strength and stamina 
gained through gymnastics activities (such as cartwheels or 
handstands). 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 

using their voices and playing musical instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Duration Cycle 

Term 1 

1 Week 
A 

Focus Artist for the Term 

Ongoing: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, expressive, 
solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic 
patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music and 
have social meaning. 

 

 

Springsteen 

 

Rock 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and 

melody, sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, 

harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 

combination of musical elements, cultural context plus 

previous learning 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Rock (Living on a Prayer) 



 

                                                    

Focus Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Performance 2: 

Instruments: Glockenspiels 

 Sing or play from memory with confidence. 

 Perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 

 Sing or play expressively and in tune. 

 Hold a part within a round. 

 Sustain a drone or a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 

 Perform with controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing 
(instrument). 

 Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and 
semibreve to indicate how many beats to play. 

 Read and create notes on the musical stave. 

 Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and use 
them in transcribing compositions. 

 Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 

 Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Duration Cycle 

Term 2 

1 Week 
A 

 

Focus Artist for the Term 

Ongoing Milestones: 

 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 

describe and appraise music including:  

 pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination 
of musical elements, cultural context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and 

melody, sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, 

harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 

combination of musical elements, cultural context, 

melodic ostinato, ensemble, sharp and flat plus 

previous learning 

  

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Jazz (Classroom Jazz) 

Bruce Springsteen 

 

Rock 



 

Focus Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Composing 1: 

Glockenspiels 

 

 Create songs with verses and a chorus. 

  Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and duration. 

 Combine a variety of musical devices, including melody, rhythm and 
chords. 

 Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a defined 
effect. 

 Use drones and melodic ostinato (based on the pentatonic scale). 

 Convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 

 Use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine pieces of music. 

 Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve 
to indicate how many beats to play. 

 Read and create notes on the musical stave. 

 Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and use them in 
transcribing compositions. 

 Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 

  Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 
 

 

Duration Cycle 

Term 4 

1 Week 
A 

Focus Artist for the Term 
Ongoing: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, 
cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 
context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 

sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, 

accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination 

of musical elements, cultural context, melodic ostinato, 

ensemble, sharp and flat plus previous learning 

 Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Hip Hop 

Elton John 

    
Pop 

 



Focus Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Composing 2: 

Untuned Instruments 

 (including Glockenspiels) 

• Create songs with verses and a chorus. 
• Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and     
   duration. 
• Combine a variety of musical devices, including melody, rhythm  
   and chords. 
• Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a  
   defined effect. 
• Use drones and melodic ostinato (based on the pentatonic 
scale). 
• Convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 
• Use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine pieces of  
   music. 
• Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and  

   semibreve to indicate how many beats to play. Read and create 

   notes on the musical stave. 

• Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and use  

   them in transcribing compositions. 

• Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 

• Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 

Duration Cycle 

Term 5 

1 Week 

 

A 
Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 

sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, 

accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination 

of musical elements, cultural context, melodic ostinato, 

ensemble, sharp and flat plus previous learning 

 Style of music for listening and appraising: 

 

Motown 

 

Focus Artist for the Term 
Ongoing Milestone: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, 
cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 
contexts 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Grace Williams

 

Classical 

 



Focus: Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             By 

the end of Key stage  2 

Performance 1: 

Singing  

Summer Performance 

 

 

 Sing or play from memory with confidence. 

 Perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 

 Sing or play expressively and in tune. 

 Hold a part within a round. 

 Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately. 

 Sustain a drone or a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 

 Perform with controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing 
(instrument). 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Duration Cycle 

Term 6 

1 week 
A 

Focus Artist for the 

Term 

Ongoing Milestones: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, 
cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 
context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense 

of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, 

drones, cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 

context plus previous learning 

Style of music for listening and appraising:  

Pop Ballards 

Grace Williams

 

Classical 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOMING REFLECTIVE, INDEPENDENT & ASPIRATIONAL LEARNERS FOR LIFE 
 

Immersion Curriculum: Music Y5/6 

Cycle B 

 

At Amberley, each unit of music contains the key elements of performance, composition, transcription, description, listening and appraising, though one 

element will have more emphasis.  

Each term, children learn about a famous or influential musician, composer or artist.  

Over time, they gain a wider awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres. 

 

Intent:  

For all learners to… 

 Have an awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres 

 Play and perform using both tuned and un-tuned instruments 

 Deepen their understanding of social, historical and culture origins of music 

 To enjoy listening, composing and performing 

 To become critical listeners 



Focus Milestone for the end of Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Composing 1: 

Glockenspiels 

 

 Create songs with verses and a chorus. 

  Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and duration. 

 Combine a variety of musical devices, including melody, rhythm and 
chords. 

 Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a defined 
effect. 

 Use drones and melodic ostinato (based on the pentatonic scale). 

 Convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 

 Use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine pieces of music. 

 Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve to 
indicate how many beats to play. 

 Read and create notes on the musical stave. 

 Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and use them in 
transcribing compositions. 

 Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 

 Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 
 

Duration Cycle 

Term 1 

1 Week 
B 

Focus Artist for the Term 

Ongoing: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, expressive, 
solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic 
patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music and 
have social meaning. 

 

 

Bob Dylan 

 

Folk 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and 

melody, sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, 

harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 

combination of musical elements, cultural context plus 

previous learning 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Rock (Don’t Stop Believing) 



  

                                                    

Focus Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Composing 2: 

Glockenspiels 

 

 Create songs with verses and a chorus. 

  Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and duration. 

 Combine a variety of musical devices, including melody, rhythm and 
chords. 

 Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a defined 
effect. 

 Use drones and melodic ostinato (based on the pentatonic scale). 

 Convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 

 Use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine pieces of music. 

 Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and semibreve 
to indicate how many beats to play. 

 Read and create notes on the musical stave. 

 Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and use them in 
transcribing compositions. 

 Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 

  Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Duration Cycle 

Term 3  

1 Week 
B 

 

Focus Artist for the Term 

Ongoing Milestones: 

 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 

describe and appraise music including:  

 pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 
sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, 
accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination 
of musical elements, cultural context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and 

melody, sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, 

harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, 

combination of musical elements, cultural context, 

melodic ostinato, ensemble, sharp and flat plus 

previous learning 

  

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Classical (A Year’s Carol – Benjamin Britten) 

Benjamin Britten 

 

Classical 



 

Focus Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Performance 2: 

Glockenspiels 

 

 Sing or play from memory with confidence. 

 Perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 

 Sing or play expressively and in tune. 

 Hold a part within a round. 

 Sustain a drone or a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 

 Perform with controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing 
(instrument). 

 Use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim and 
semibreve to indicate how many beats to play. 

 Read and create notes on the musical stave. 

 Understand the purpose of the treble and bass clefs and use 
them in transcribing compositions. 

 Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ (flat) symbols. 
 Use and understand simple time signatures. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Duration Cycle 

Term 4 

1 Week 
B 

Focus Artist for the Term 
Ongoing: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, 
cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 
context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 

sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, 

accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination 

of musical elements, cultural context, melodic ostinato, 

ensemble, sharp and flat plus previous learning 

 Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Classical (A Tragic Story – Benjamin Britten) 

Benjamin Britten 

     

Classical 

 



Focus Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

Music and Movement Project: 

Theme related to class topic 

Anti-Bullying (linked to STOP! 

Pieces on Charanga) 

Dance Milestones 

 Compose creative and imaginative dance sequences. 

 Perform expressively and hold a precise and strong body 
posture. 

 Perform and create complex sequences. 

 Express an idea in original and imaginative ways. 

 Plan to perform with high energy, slow grace or other themes 
and maintain this throughout a piece.  

 Perform complex moves that combine strength and stamina 
gained through gymnastics activities (such as cartwheels or 
handstands). 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 

their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality 
live and recorded music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Duration Cycle 

Term 5 

1 Week 

 

B 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, 

sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, 

accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination 

of musical elements, cultural context, melodic ostinato, 

ensemble, sharp and flat plus previous learning 

 Style of music for listening and appraising: 

 

Rap (STOP!) 

 

Focus Artist for the Term 
Ongoing Milestone: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, 
cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 
contexts 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Hank Williams

 

Country 

 



Focus: Milestone for the end of  Year 6 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             By 

the end of Key stage  2 

Performance 1: 

Singing  

Summer Performance 

 

 

 Sing or play from memory with confidence. 

 Perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 

 Sing or play expressively and in tune. 

 Hold a part within a round. 

 Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately. 

 Sustain a drone or a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 

 Perform with controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing 
(instrument). 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices and playing musical instruments with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Duration Cycle 

Term 6 

1 week 
B 

Focus Artist for the 

Term 

Ongoing Milestones: 

 Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 
describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, 
cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 
context. 

 Describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of music 
and have social meaning. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year:  

pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense 

of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, 

drones, cyclic patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural 

context plus previous learning 

Style of music for listening and appraising:  

Jazz (Classroom Jazz 2) 

Hank Williams

 

Country 

 

 


