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AMBERLEY PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 

 

POLICY FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 

 
Rationale 

 

The Trust Deed and school ethos statement inform the policy and practice of collective worship in 

Amberley Parochial School. Worship is an affirmation and celebration of the Christian foundation 

values and ethos of the school. 

 

Worship is central to the life and purposes of our school and will reflect the Christian 

understanding of God as Trinity.  This will include belief in God the source of all being and life, 

belief in Jesus who reveals God’s love by his life, death and resurrection and belief in the Holy 

Spirit who makes the presence of Jesus known in the world. 

 

As a church school we identify Christian Values that underpin the whole school of our community.  

These values inform our school’s vision, aims and ethos.  The values that relate particularly to this 

policy are respect, service, trust and truthfulness. 

 

 
Aims 

 

Through collective worship in our school we aim to: 

 

 Provide an experience of worship that will allow children to respond to the presence, power 

and peace of God 

 Introduce children to Christian language and symbolism and the cycle of the church year 

 Explore a variety of ways of praying and introduce children to some well-known Christian 

prayers, e.g. Lord’s Prayer 

 Strengthen and support the school community giving expression to and reaffirming the 

Christian values of the school 

 Celebrate the gifts that each child brings to the school community, recognising the 

uniqueness of each individual made in the image of God 

 Encourage children to reflect on the puzzling questions that life poses and to respond to the 

wonder and mystery of the world around them 

 Foster a concern for others within the school and wider world 

 Foster an appreciation of the created world and an awareness of our responsibility for it. 
 

 

 
Legal Framework 

 

There must be a daily act of collective worship for all pupils which takes account of their age and 

aptitude (Education Reform Act 1988).  Parents have the right to withdraw children from 

collective worship and suitable arrangements will be made to accommodate these children.  Since 

this is a church school however, worship is central to its life and work and is regarded as a very 

important part of children’s education. 

 



Organisation of Collective Worship at Amberley Parochial School 

 

Collective Worship takes place for the whole school each day.  

 

Day Location Led By Time 

Monday School hall (KS2) 

Classroom (KS1) 

Class teachers and 

children 

Optional 

Tuesday School hall Headteacher 2.50 – 3.10pm 

Wednesday Church Rector, minister or 

Church reader 

9.00 – 9.20am 

Thursday School Hall Open the Book 2.55 – 3.10pm 

Friday – 

Celebration 

Assembly 

School hall Headteacher/teachers 2.45 – 3.10pm 

 

With the exception of Open the Book, the worship overview is planned by the Headteacher 

according to themes outlined in the Values for Life materials provided by the diocese. These 

themes for each half term are followed by the Rector, Church readers, ministers and school staff. 

Children are becoming more involved in class-led worship and have begun to plan their own in 

Key Stage Two. 

 

VALUES FOR LIFE THEMES – as agreed by the school community, Summer 2014. 

 

Autumn 2016 Friendship 

 Truthfulness 

Spring 2016 Thankfulness 

 Compassion 

Summer 2016 Generosity 

 Reverence and Respect 

Autumn 2016 Perseverance 

 Service 

Spring 2016 Trust 

 Forgiveness 

Summer 2017 Justice 

 Courage 

Autumn 2017 Friendship 

 Truthfulness 

Spring 2018 Thankfulness 

 Compassion 

Summer 2018 Generosity 

 Reverence and Respect 

 

 

 

 

 



The Rector, Church readers and Church minister will also deliver collective worship based on the 

Church year. 

 

Reference is regularly made to the Bible during Collective Worship as a source book of inspiration 

and guidance and the Church of England’s commitment to Christianity throughout the world and 

dialogue with other faiths. 

 

Evaluation and Monitoring of Collective Worship 

 

The school will periodically evaluate the impact of collective worship through: 

 Governor observations of CW 

 Discussions with School Forum 

 Informal discussions with pupils 

 Review of the CW policy and its effectiveness 
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