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Phonics is taught daily, as a discrete lesson, to children in the EYFS and in Year One, for 25 minutes each day. Year groups are taught in differentiated groups 
according to ability.  All lessons are structured following a ‘review, teach, practise, apply, assess’ format, with grapheme-phoneme correspondences being 
taught in a clearly defined sequence. Children learn to decode words by identifying the individual graphemes and then blending the phonemes to form words.  
The spelling of phonetic words is tackled in the reverse of this, with children identifying and ‘counting’ phonemes before recording the corresponding 
graphemes. The children segment by ‘putting the sounds on their fingers’. They then write the words and add sound buttons. 
 

Phase Phonic Knowledge and Skills Graphemes taught 
Phase One 
(Nursery/Reception) 
 

Activities are divided into seven aspects, including environmental 
sounds, instrumental sounds, body sounds, rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration, voice sounds and finally oral blending and segmenting. 

 

Phase Two (Reception) 
up to 6 weeks 

Learning 19 letters of the alphabet and one sound for each. Blending 
sounds together to make words. Segmenting words into their separate 
sounds. Beginning to read simple captions. 
 

s a t p i n m s d g o c k e u r ck h b f ff l ss ll 

Phase Three 
(Reception) up to 12 
weeks 

The remaining 7 letters of the alphabet, one sound for each. 
Graphemes such as ch, oo, th representing the remaining phonemes 
not covered by single letters. Reading captions, sentences and 
questions. On completion of this phase, children will have learnt the 
"simple code", i.e. one grapheme for each phoneme in the English 
language. 

j v w x y z zz qu sh th ch ng nk ai ee oa oo oo igh ar or ur ow oi ear er air 
ure 

Phase Four (Reception) 
4 to 6 weeks 
 

No new grapheme-phoneme correspondences are taught in this phase. 
Children learn to blend and segment longer words with adjacent 
consonants, e.g. swim, clap, jump. 
 

words containing cvcc, ccvc, ccvcc, and then ccc intial clusters  

Phase Five 
(Throughout Year 1) 

Now we move on to the "complex code". Children learn more 
graphemes for the phonemes which they already know, plus different 
ways of pronouncing the graphemes they already know. 

ay ou ie ea oy ir ue old aw ew wh (w) wh (h) ph oe au  
Split digraph consolidation e-e i-e o-e u-e a-e 
i (igh) o (oa) u (oo) ow (oa), a (ai), eigh/ei, ai alternatives, ey, y (ee), Ie (ee), 
ee alternatives, y (igh) igh alternatives, oa alternatives, oo alternatives, ore, 
oor, our, or, alternatives, ear (ur), ur alternatives, ere, eer, are, ere (air), ear 
(air), ch (c), c (s), st (s) se (s), sc (s), g (j), ge, dge, cious/tious, tion/sion, tch, 
ea (e) wr, gn, kn, mb, wa, ve, (u) o, le, se (z), s/zh/, s (sh), ire, il, el, al, u 
(oo as in look), al (ar), a (ar), ou (oo), ou (boulder), un+ 
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Assessment 

Children are assessed regularly to ensure a close match to the levels at which we would expect them to be secure (as identified on the teaching sequence 
documents).  These assessments are carried out as follows: 

EYFS: December, Easter, July 

Year One: October, December, Easter (mock screen checks carried out February, April, May, June) 

Children who do not show a secure knowledge at the appropriate level are identified at each assessment and given additional teaching through ‘narrowing the 
gap’ interventions. 

Children are taught to read and spell irregular words throughout the teaching sequence, which matches the order set out in the Letters and Sounds document.  
The teaching of phonics is multisensory, using a variety of resources that require the children to respond to what they have heard, by repeating, recording and 
then applying their understanding.  Where possible, ICT is used, but this is usually either early in the phonic journey, as a continuing provision activity, or 
toward the end of phase 5 when revision of knowledge is appropriate.  The use of ‘sound buttons’ to clearly identify the graphemes within a word is a priority 
when reading, whilst counting phonemes using ‘Fred fingers’ is used for spelling. 

It is expected that an element of writing is included in all phonics lessons. Initially this will be in the form of grapheme formation practise, before moving 
towards caption and sentence writing in line with each child’s ability. 

Each teaching group will ideally have access to a simple speed sound or complex speed sound chart, which will also be displayed on the classroom wall.  
Where this is not possible (for example when a group is being taught in the hall), children should know where they can find a chart.  Each child will record 
their work in a specific Phonics book.  Learning objectives for lessons should be displayed along with previous learning for the group. 

Phase Six (Throughout 
Year 2 and beyond)
  

Working on spelling, including prefixes and suffixes, doubling and 
dropping letters etc. 

 


