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Autumn Term 2020 – Hereford Class 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We hope that you have all had an enjoyable and restful summer and are looking forward to the new school year ahead.  

We are very excited to be continuing to work in Hereford class and look forward to continuing to strengthen our relationships with your 
families. We understand that times are very different and that your children have spent a lot of time at home. We have worked hard to 
ensure that the environment follows government guidelines and that your children will continue to feel safe and secure in school. Their 
mental health and well-being is of our highest priority and we will support your children as they settle back into school life. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me but please ensure you have made yourself familiar with the Road Map sent out by Miss 
Cale. 

As you should now all be aware, we launched the Amberley Immersion Curriculum last year, which has proven to be very successful. For 
Y1 parents who aren’t so familiar with this, we block the foundation subjects in order to give children the best possible opportunities and 
experiences that will allow them to embed the skills they learn. Each time we block a subject, you will receive details of the subject, topic 
and skills that your child will be taught. Y2 parents will receive the first block next week when we will begin our Music topic. As part of the 
transition into Y1, the younger children have additional access to continued provision in Dexter class during the afternoons of the first few 
weeks. They will then be in Hereford Class full time from the week commencing 21st September, and you will receive details of the first 
block of the immersion curriculum at this point. The parent overviews are also placed on the website each week should you need an 
additional copy.  

On our website, you will also find a yearly overview detailing when each immersion block takes place. We are currently on Cycle B 
https://www.amberleyschool.co.uk/curriculum-1. If you think that you can offer any of your skills within the school year, please do get in 
touch as we would love to further enhance children’s learning using your expertise. Please note, you will only be able to access this via a 
computer as there are tabs that will not work with a mobile device.  

Atlas will be teaching PE each Thursday and Friday. Please could you ensure that your child has their PE kit for outdoor use in school at 
all times. Children were provided with their own PE kit last year (shorts, t-shirt and a hoodie). If this is now too small, please return it to 
school and we will provide a larger size for this year.  

Mr. Oakey will be continuing to lead outdoor learning sessions on a Friday. Children can come into school wearing their outdoor learning 
clothes. They will need to wear old trainers or wellies, as well as warm clothing. We have purchased waterproofs for wet weather and will 
provide these to the children when necessary. School uniform is not needed on this day. 

Your child would also benefit from having an art shirt in school as they will be using a range of materials within art and DT. This could be 
an old shirt or top that you do not mind getting messy. There were a number of art shirts left over from last year – if you think that one 
of these might belong to your child, please do check, as they will not need another. Please remember to label your children’s items clearly 
so any mislaid items can be returned. 

Children will need a named water bottle in the classroom at all times. It is important that these come home to be washed thoroughly and 
refilled ready for the next day, in order to reduce the potential for the spread of germs. 

Your child will already have brought home a Reading Record with an appropriately banded book. These reading books have been carefully 
selected based on the sounds that children have been taught. It was identified last year that some children moved on too quickly and as a 
result, were not given the opportunity to re-visit texts and words to allow them to become more fluent readers. Reading fluency is the 
ability to read with speed, accuracy and expression, and better fluency leads to confidence and a better understanding. We will therefore 
send home 3 books on a Monday and 3 books on a Friday. We will then listen to each child read to ensure that they are reading with 
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fluency before changing them accordingly. Please encourage your children to read these books several times and help us to reinforce that 
racing through the reading scheme will not benefit their reading skills. It is not about achieving the highest level on the book band, it is 
about fluency and understanding within the level that is appropriate for them. Please do make comments about how your child did, any 
words they found difficult etc, as this is really useful to know. 

Children will have four reading sessions each week. These involve whole class reading, discussion, follow on tasks relating to texts that they 
have read, and a variety of other activities. When the library is open again, they will also enjoy time selecting and reading books on a 
wider range of topics. Children will also read to an adult wherever possible.  

Homework in Hereford class will also include weekly spellings. These will be sent home on a Monday for Y2, and a Friday for Y1. The 
spellings will match the spelling rule [Y2] or sound [Y1] that they have been taught. This will allow the children to embed the rules at home 
and will help to improve spelling and reading across the year. These lists, on occasion, may include the appropriate common exception 
words for your child, which they should be able to read and spell by the end of the year. Y2 will have a weekly spelling test and all children 
will be assessed on the common exceptions words termly. If you would like to support your child at home with maths, homework can include 
the practise of rapid recall of their times tables, and addition and subtraction facts. Children need to know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables 
by the end of Key Stage 1, although they may be required to learn larger tables should they reach this stage in the rapid recall challenge.  

Please note, homework may change slightly in the lead up to the phonics screening test for Y1 and SATS for Y2 in the Spring and Summer 
terms. You may be aware that the Phonics Screening Check did not happen for Y1 children in June, as planned. They will instead, sit this 
assessment at the end of the Autumn Term. More information regarding this will be sent out, closer to the time. 

We teach handwriting daily to ensure that children are forming their letters correctly. We will then move onto joining when your child is 
ready. I know that many parents in the past have found our letter formation sheet helpful too, therefore this is attached for each letter of 
the alphabet. This will help with continuity when supporting your child with spelling and writing at home.  

Each week, we update our class blog with details of what we have been up to. In order to receive these updates, please subscribe to the 
Amberley blog via the school website. 

If there are any questions that you have, please do not hesitate to speak to us at the end of the school day or contact us. A contact form 
can be found on the Hereford Class page of the school website, which is sent directly to my email inbox. 

Thank you for your support. We look forward to catching up with you all over the next few weeks. 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Holden & Mrs Norris 

Hereford Class 

 

 

 


