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School context 

The school serves the village of Amberley and surrounding rural areas in the Cotswolds. There 

are 109 children on roll organised in 4 classes. The vast majority of children are from white 

British heritage families. The numbers of children with special educational needs/physical 

disabilities are below the national average as are the numbers of those eligible to be in receipt 

of the Pupil Premium. The school is a National Trust Guardianship School and has the use of 

the common land adjoining the school. The headteacher was appointed in January 2015. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Amberley Parochial VA as a Church of 

England school are good 

 The role of children in leading collective worship under the guidance of the vicar raises 

its impact on the lives of members of the school community 

 The strong partnership between school and church communities provides mutual 

benefits for all involved  

 The headteacher, religious education subject leader and governing body are effective in 

promoting the direction of the school’s distinctive Christian character 

Areas to improve 

 Ensure that the school’s core Christian values are rooted in biblical teaching in order to 

increase their impact on children’s learning and spiritual development 

 Review the recording of short and medium term planning for collective worship to 

provide for greater progression and continuity of themes 

 Ensure teachers’ marking in religious education (RE) provides children with clear 

guidance on how to improve their learning in order to raise attainment in the subject 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the 

needs of all learners 

Amberley is a warm and friendly Christian community, where the core set of twelve Christian 

values are recognised, celebrated and underpin the everyday life of the school. These values 

have a positive impact on children’s academic achievement and personal well-being: for 

example, children apply the Christian values of perseverance and courage to their attitudes to 

learning. However, children do not readily associate the school’s values with Bible stories and 

teaching. As a result, the school’s values are not fully embedded in Christian teaching across 

the school. Relationships at all levels and particularly between children are good, promoted 

very effectively by the school’s distinctive Christian character. This is evident in the way 

children naturally choose to mix across the age groups at playtime and talk of the school’s 

strong Christian ethos of care and kindness which ensures that school is a happy place. 

Attractive displays and paintings, such as the one depicting Ascension Day provide 

opportunities to pause and reflect. The whole school shared understanding of spirituality is 

evident in the beautifully decorated big books used for class reflection. These books are 

effective in promoting spirituality by the way they record children’s thoughts, feelings and 

insightful comments about special events in the school’s life. For example, they demonstrate 

that children think deeply and with compassion about their chosen charities. Learning 

undertaken for the Send a Cow charity fundraising event enabled a child to comment that the 

school had helped ‘change their future’. The impact of spiritual development is seen in the way 

children feel about their place in the local community. This is noted in the school’s purchase of 

a defibrillator hung on the school wall for shared use by villagers; a child said this was like a 

‘thank you to the village because they are so good to the school’. Children are developing a 

good awareness of Christianity as a global faith and have begun to address the issue of cultural 

diversity in this country as seen by the recent highly successful World Faith week. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good 

Collective worship is explicitly Christian and is a time of central importance at Amberley. This 

is demonstrated by the way that all members of staff attend worship, ensuring that the 

message permeates all aspects of school life. Worship promotes distinctively Christian values 

very well. For instance, the value of generosity was illustrated very effectively using the miracle 

of the five loaves and two fishes, highlighting the message that giving a little can mean a lot to 

someone else. Children enjoy worship because they are fully engaged in a variety of ways. A 

group of older children, known as the worship team, take turns to lead worship each week; an 

initiative introduced over the last year which has not only raised the impact of worship but 

also increased children’s understanding and ownership of worship. For instance children talk 

with knowledge about worship and can evaluate its impact with confidence. The success of the 

worship team owes much to the invaluable contribution of the vicar. Children are developing a 

good understanding of Anglican practice and belief, including the Trinity; for instance by the 

lighting of three candles with a response to explain their significance. Spiritual awareness is 

developed very well by worship. For example, it is evident in the profound sense of fellowship 

promoted as children join hands to say the greeting and in their heartfelt singing with 

enthusiastic actions. Times of reflection and prayer are integral to the school day and have a 

good impact at a personal level. Children make good use of the Prayer Tree in the central 

library, writing prayers which will then be used during worship. The headteacher has 

introduced new resources which are strengthening the way that worship promotes distinctive 

Christian values. The weekly programme of worship is good with a variety of leaders and 

settings such as the weekly church worship led by the vicar and church team. However, the 

programme for worship does not include a detailed overview or record of a short term plan 

to which leaders can contribute and share ideas. The role of governors in monitoring and 

evaluating worship is good and ensures that children are confident that issues raised by them 

will be addressed. 
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The effectiveness of the religious education is good 

Standards attained in RE are good and are at least in line with national expectations. Children 

make good progress from starting points in line with the national average to above average 

attainment at the end of Year Six. This is because teaching across the school is good as verified 

by the subject leader’s accurate monitoring. Children enjoy the subject and find it relevant to 

their lives. Children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity is good. This was apparent 

in the recent whole school World Faith Week which had a significant impact on children and 

parents. For instance, children said activities and visitors, connected to the faith of Islam, had 

challenged preconceptions and changed their thinking. The curriculum meets the children’s 

needs well and is engaging and relevant; for instance, good opportunities are provided for 

children to develop enquiry skills using prior good learning. In this way they can ask and 

provide responses to the ‘Big Questions’ such as ‘why and how do believers care for the world 

and others?’ The theme affirmed the Christian value of justice as well as stewardship which is 

clearly understood by children from their role as Guardians of the adjoining common land. 

This is a good example of how RE is very effective in promoting spiritual development. The 

leadership of RE is good: recent initiatives have raised the profile of the subject. For instance, 

class working walls for RE have been introduced and are being used well to promote learning. 

However, although individual books for RE have been introduced, these books are not yet 

being used to their full capacity to improve learning. This is because marking does not promote 

learning; for example by including guidance on how individual children can improve thus 

enabling them to achieve higher standards.  The subject leader uses professional development 

effectively, ensuring that members of staff are well informed of current developments and that 

their subject knowledge is good. Their work is supported very well by the Lay Reader who is 

making a valuable contribution to the subject. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church 

school is good 

The recently appointed headteacher has made an excellent start in promoting the school’s 

distinctive Christian character. She is building on the school’s existing Christian vision and is 

working closely with the school leadership and community to raise its impact. The governing 

body are fully committed to this goal, as noted by the way they have addressed the issues from 

the last inspection; such as the focus on raising spiritual awareness. The self-evaluation process 

is good. This is because governors and leaders have an accurate understanding of the impact of 

the school’s distinctive Christian character from strategies used, such as regularly talking to 

children. Parents contribute fully to the life of the school. They are very supportive, talking 

enthusiastically about how the school’s Christian character impacts on their children’s lives at 

home as well as at school. Professional development, particularly over the last few months, is 

highly valued and is having an impact. Governors value the links with the diocese and ensure 

the training they receive is effective. The links between the school and church communities are 

strong exemplified by a child’s comment that the school and church are ‘joined’. It is clearly 

evident in the contribution of the local vicar, church team and Open the Book group to 

collective worship as well as the role played by the school which places it at the heart of the 

village community 
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