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Autumn Term 2019 – Hereford Class 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
We hope that you have all had an enjoyable and restful summer and are looking forward to the new school year 
ahead. We are very excited to be continuing to work in Hereford class and look forward to meeting all of the new Y1 
parents and continuing to work with Y2 parents.   
 
As you should now be aware, we are launching the Amberley Immersion Curriculum this year whereby subjects will 
be blocked in order to give children the best possible opportunities and experiences to embed skills across all 
foundation subjects. Each time we block a subject, you will receive details of the subject, topic and skills that your 
child will be taught. Y2 parents will receive the first block next week when we will begin out Geography topic. During 
the afternoons, Y1 will have the opportunity to access the Dexter play area in order to support their transition for the 
first 3 weeks. 
 
On our website, you will find a yearly overview of the subjects in their blocks. If you think that you can offer any of 
your skills within the school year, please do get in touch as we would love to have expertise to help enhance these 
experiences. 

 
Atlas will be teaching PE each Thursday and Friday in the Autumn term. Please could you ensure that your child has 
suitable PE kit for outdoor use in school at all times. Your child would also benefit from having an art shirt in school as 
they will be using a range of messy materials within art and DT. This could be any old shirt or top that you do not 
mind getting messy. There were a number of art shirts left over from last year – if you think this may have been one 
of your children’s shirts please do check as they will not require another. Please remember to label your children’s 
items clearly so any mislaid items can be returned.  
 
Children will need a named water bottle to keep in the classroom at all times. This will be sent home at the end of 
each half term with PE kits to enable them to be washed and returned for the new term.  
 
Your child should have brought home with them a Reading Record with the appropriate banded book. Please could 
we ask you to continue encouraging your child to read at least four times a week at home and sign their records to 
indicate this. Your comments are really valuable so please let us know how your child has got on with the book that 
they have read. Please remind children to bring their book into the classroom in the mornings as this will allow us to 
change their books daily, where required. Children will have four reading sessions each week which involves whole 
class reading, discussion, follow on tasks relating to texts that they have read, comprehension activities as well as 
having time in the library. Children will also read to an adult wherever possible. If you can offer your time to support 
us with our reading, we would love to have you so please do get in touch. Excellent readers make excellent writers so 
any time would be really appreciated!  
 
Homework in Hereford class will include weekly spellings, these will be sent home on a Monday for Y2 and a Friday 
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for Y1. The spellings will match the spelling rule [Y2] or sound [Y1] that they have been taught. This will allow the 
children to embed the rules at home and will help to improve spelling and reading across the year. These lists, on 
occasion, may include the appropriate common exception words for your child, which they should be able to read and 
spell by the end of the year. These will be tested termly during our assessment period. There may also be times 
where Maths homework is sent home. This homework is all optional; however, we do recommend the practise at 
home to embed and reinforce the learning. Additional Maths work can include practise of rapid recall of their times 
tables and addition and subtraction facts. Children need to know their 2, 5 and 10 times table by the end of key stage 
1. Although they may be required to learn larger tables should they reach this stage in the rapid recall challenge.  
 
Please note, homework may change slightly in the lead up to the phonics screening test for Y1 and SATS for Y2 in the 
Spring and Summer term. 
 
We teach handwriting daily to ensure that children are forming their letters correctly. We will then move onto joining 
when your child is ready. I know that many parents in the past have found our letter formation sheet helpful too, 
therefore this is attached for each letter of the alphabet. This will help with continuity when supporting your child 
with spelling and writing at home.  
 
Each week we update our class blog with details of what we have been up to. In order to receive these updates, 
please subscribe to the Amberley blog via the school website. 
 
If there are any questions that you have, please do not hesitate to pop in and see us or contact us. A contact form can 
be found on the school website, which is sent directly to my email inbox. 

 
Thank you for your support and we look forward to catching up with you all over the next few weeks. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Miss Holden & Mrs Norris 
Hereford Class 
 
A polite reminder about school uniform: 
 
Shirt / Blouse:  White 
 
Polo Shirt:  White or burgundy 
 
Sweatshirt/Jumper/Cardigan: Burgundy 
 
Skirt/Pinafore/Trousers/Shorts: Grey/black  
 
Summer Dress: Red and white checks or stripes 
 
Socks: Grey, black or white 
 
Shoes: Black (sensible shoes 
 
PE Kit: Black or burgundy shorts or skorts and a white T-shirt (both boys and girls), suitable trainers and daps        

Tracksuits for the winter (Optional)    



 


