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Science Policy 

Introduction 

Science is a core subject within the National Curriculum. This policy outlines the purpose, 
nature and management of Science taught at Amberley Parochial School. It reflects the 
consensus views of all the teaching staff and they are responsible for its implementation.  

This policy should be read in conjunction with the New Curriculum 2014 documentation 
which sets out in detail what pupils will be taught in different year groups as of 
September 2014. 

As a church school we identify Christian Values that underpin the whole school of our community.  

These values inform our school’s vision, aims and ethos.  The values that relate particularly to this 

policy are responsibility and trust. 

Vision 

Science at Amberley Parochial School focuses on quality first-hand experiences with a 
broad, balanced and engaging curriculum. We foster children’s natural curiosity through 
scientific enquiry and help them to make meaningful links across the curriculum. Our 
topic based learning approach makes learning purposeful and children create, display 
and present real outcomes from their learning. As they move through the school, all 
children learn, develop and apply key science skills, knowledge and attitudes and they 
explicitly apply key Maths and English skills to support their science learning. 

Aims and Objectives 

We aim:  

 to develop the natural curiosity of children about the world around them;  

 to develop pupils’ independent capability to plan, carry out and evaluate systematic 
and fair investigations;  

 to develop questioning and enquiring minds through a range of enjoyable and 
interesting experiences;  

 to provide opportunities for children to apply theoretical ideas to the solving of 
practical problems;  

 to develop pupils’ ability to make accurate and appropriate measurements;  

 to provide a range of relevant experiences allowing pupils to acquire knowledge, skills 
and understanding in the key areas of Scientific Enquiry, Life Processes and Living Things, 
Materials and their Properties, and Physical Processes through a variety of teaching and 
learning strategies; 

  to develop the accurate use of scientific vocabulary;  

 to meet the needs of each child so that they will reach their full potential. 

  to engender a sense of awe and wonder with Science 
 

 

 



  

How Science is structured through the school 

Planning for science is a process in which all teachers are involved to ensure that the 
school gives full coverage of, ‘The National Curriculum programmes of study for 
Science 2014’ and, ‘Understanding of the World’ in the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Science teaching at Amberley Parochial School involves adapting and extending the 
curriculum to match all pupils’ needs. Where possible, Science will be linked to class 
topics. Science will also be taught as discrete units and lessons where needed to 
ensure coverage. Due to the mixed year groups in our classes, Science units are taught 
on a two year rolling programme. This ensures progression between year groups and 
guarantees topics are covered. Teachers plan to suit their children’s interests, current 
events, their own teaching style, the use of any support staff and the resources 
available. 

Foundation Stage (reception pupils) 

Pupils explore science topics through making predictions, using their senses and 
investigating materials and their properties. Science is taught through the strand of, 
‘Understanding the World’. Science teaching and learning is also linked to the other 
strands of The EYFS framework for learning, 2014. Teachers and teaching assistants 
support pupils to develop a solid understanding of things occurring around them in 
their day-to-day lives. Children are encouraged to be creative and inquisitive as they 
participate in activities. Pupils are encouraged to use their natural inquisitiveness, 
while taking part in exploratory play in specific scientific areas as well as areas that link 
across the EYFS framework.  

Key Stage One (year one and two) 

During Key Stage one, pupils observe, explore and ask questions about living things, 
materials and the world around them. They begin to work together to collect evidence 
to help them answer questions, find patterns, classify and group objects, research 
using a variety of sources and carry out fair testing. Pupils use reference materials to 
find out more about scientific ideas. They share their ideas and communicate them 
using scientific language, drawings, charts and tables. Science lessons in Key Stage one 
are either taught discretely or where possible connected to other curriculum areas. 
Pupils often use the outdoor areas in their science learning.  

Key Stage Two (years three – six) 

Children are encouraged to extend the scientific questions that they ask and answer 
about the world around them. Pupils carry out a range of scientific enquiries including: 
observations over time, pattern seeking, classifying, grouping and researching using 
other sources (including computing resources). Children in Key Stage Two learn to plan 
science investigations by only changing one variable to make it a fair test. Pupils in Key 
Stage two extend their scientific learning using the outdoor areas.  

 

 



Assessment 

Children will be assessed using the Chris Quigley Milestones at the end of each unit. 
Parents will be informed of the pupil’s progress during parent’s meetings and in the 
end of year reports. 

The role of the subject leader 

The Subject Leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and 
learning in Science through:  

 Monitoring and evaluating pupil progress;  

 To work alongside colleagues offering support and advice where necessary;  

 To identify areas of weakness within the subject and focus on improving this by 
providing support, training, etc.  

 Taking the lead in policy development;  

 Managing resources;  

 Keeping up to dates with changes in the subject. 
 
The subject leader is supported by the Science Governor. 

Equal Opportunities 

Amberley Parochial School is committed to ensuring that every child should be given 
the opportunity to achieve their maximum potential, whatever their background or 
circumstances. Children learn and thrive when they are healthy, safe and engaged. In 
order to engage all children: cultural diversity, home languages, gender and religious 
beliefs are all celebrated. Science is a critical area for promoting equal opportunities 
and counteracting stereotypes. This will be achieved by ensuring that Scientific work is 
of an appropriate level and will be made available to children, without prejudice, 
whatever their age, ability, sex or ethnic origin. 

Health and Safety 

Pupils will be taught to use scientific equipment safely when using it during practical 
activities. Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants will check equipment regularly and 
report any damage, taking defective equipment out of action. A simple risk 
assessment will be carried out for all practical activities any perceived hazards will be 
reported to the Head who will determine the appropriateness of said activity. 

Resources 

All resources are kept in the Resources Room in blue labelled trays. The science 
coordinator carries out an annual audit of the resources and reorders any 
consumables when necessary. New resources can be purchased through negotiation 
between class teacher and co-ordinator, within the amount allocated in the annual 
budget. 

    Policy written by Laura Smith- Science Subject Lead 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 


