
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BECOMING REFLECTIVE, INDEPENDENT & ASPIRATIONAL LEARNERS FOR LIFE 
 

Immersion Curriculum: Music Y3/4 

 

At Amberley, each unit of music contains the key elements of performance, composition, transcription, description, listening and appraising, though 

one element will have more emphasis.  

Each term, children learn about a famous or influential musician, composer or artist.  

Over time, they gain a wider awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres. 

 

Intent:  

For all learners to… 

 Have an awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres 

 Play and perform using both tuned and un-tuned instruments 

 Deepen their understanding of social, historical and culture origins of music 

 To enjoy listening, composing and performing 

 To become critical listeners 



 
Focus 

 
Milestone for the end of  Year 4 

National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             
By the end of Key Stage 2 

Performance 1: 
Instruments 
(Recorders) 

 

 

 Maintain a simple part within a group. 

 Play notes on an instrument with care so that 
they are clear. 

 Perform with control and awareness of others. 

 Devise non-standard symbols to indicate when 
to play and rest. 

 Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE on 
the musical stave. 

 Recognise the symbols for a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say how many beats 
they represent. 

 
  

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Duration Cycle 

Term : 1 
(1 week) 

A 

 
Focus Artist for the Term 

 
Ongoing Milestones: 
 
• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,  
   texture and use of silence to describe music. 
• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify  
   areas of likes and dislikes. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect  
   on mood and feelings. 
 

. 

 

 
Beatles  

 

 
 

Rock 

Key Vocabulary for the Year: 

Minim, crotchet quaver, dotted minim, semibreve, stave, 
treble clef, duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture, 
silence, plus Key Stage 1 words 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Disco 

 

  



 
Focus:  

 
Milestone for the end of Year 4 

National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             
By the end of Key Stage 2 

 
 

Composing 1: 
Recorders 

 

 Compose and perform melodic songs. 

 Use sound to create abstract effects. 

 Create repeated patterns with a range 
of instruments. 

 Create accompaniments for tunes. 

 Use drones as accompaniments. 

 Choose, order, combine and control sounds 
to create an effect. 

 Use digital technologies to compose pieces 
of music. 

 Devise non-standard symbols to indicate when 
to play and rest. 

 Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE on 
the musical stave. 

 Recognise the symbols for a minim, crotchet 
and semibreve and say how many beats 
they represent. 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 

 

Duration Cycle 

Term: 2 
1 Week 

 

A 
 

Focus Artist for the Term 

Ongoing Milestones: 

• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,  
   texture and use of silence to describe music. 
• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify  
   areas of likes and dislikes. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect  
   on mood and feelings. 
• Identify the beat of a tune. 
• Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics and pitch. 

Key Vocabulary for the Year: 

Minim, crotchet quaver, dotted minim, semibreve, stave, 
treble clef, duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture, 
silence, drones plus Key Stage 1 words 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

R and B and Motown 

Beatles  

 
Rock 

  



 
Focus 

 
Milestone for the end of  Year 4 

National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             
By the end of Key stage  2 

Listening and appraising 

 

 Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

 Sing in tune. 

 Maintain a simple part within a group. 

 Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

 Show control of voice. 

 Perform with control and awareness of others 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Duration Cycle 

Term 3/4 Cycle A 

Focus Artist for the Term 

 
Ongoing: 
 
• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,   
   texture and use of silence to describe music. 
• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify  
   areas of likes and dislikes. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect  
   on mood and feelings. 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary for the Year: 

Minim, crotchet quaver, dotted minim, semibreve, stave, 
treble clef, duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture, 
silence, drones plus Key Stage 1 words 

 

Diana Ross 

 
Pop 

  



 

Focus Milestone for the end of Year 4 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key Stage 2 

 
 
Music and Movement Project: 
 
Theme related to class topic 
 

Dance elements: 
 
Dance Milestones: 

 Plan, perform and repeat sequences. 

 Move in a clear, fluent and expressive manner. 

 Refine movements into sequences. 

 Create dances and movements that convey a 
definite idea. 

 Change speed and levels within a performance.  

 Develop physical strength and suppleness 
by practising moves and stretching. 

 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical 
notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 

Duration Cycle 

Term : 5 
1 Week 

 
A 
 
 

Focus Artist for the Term 
 
Ongoing Milestones: 
 
• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,  
    texture and use of silence to describe music. 
• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify    
   areas of likes and dislikes. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect  
   on mood and feelings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Francis Johnson 
 

 
 

Classical 

Key Vocabulary for the Year: 

Minim, crotchet quaver, dotted minim, semibreve, 
stave, treble clef, duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, 
texture, silence, drones plus Key Stage 1 words 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Gospel 

 



 

 

Focus: 
Summer Performance 

Milestone for the end of  Year 4 
National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             

By the end of Key stage  2 

Performance 2: 
Singing 

 

 

 Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

 Sing in tune. 

 Maintain a simple part within a group. 

 Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

 Show control of voice. 

 Perform with control and awareness of others 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Duration Cycle 

Term 6 
1 Week 

Cycle A 

Focus Artist for the Term 

 
Ongoing: 
 
• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,   
   texture and use of silence to describe music. 
• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify  
   areas of likes and dislikes. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect  
   on mood and feelings. 
 
 
 

Francis Johnson 
 

 
 

Classical 

 

Key Vocabulary for the Year: 

Minim, crotchet quaver, dotted minim, semibreve, stave, 
treble clef, duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture, 
silence, drones plus Key Stage 1 words 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Music from Around the World 



 
Focus 

 
Milestone for the end of  Year 4 

National Curriculum Objectives:                                                             
By the end of Key stage  2 

Composing 2: 
Untuned and tuned 

instruments 

 

 Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

 Sing in tune. 

 Maintain a simple part within a group. 

 Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

 Show control of voice. 

 Perform with control and awareness of others 

 

Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, 
using their voices and playing musical instruments 
with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Duration Cycle 

Term 6 
1 week 

Cycle A 

Focus Artist for the Term 

 
Ongoing: 
 
• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo,   
   texture and use of silence to describe music. 
• Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to identify  
   areas of likes and dislikes. 
• Understand layers of sounds and discuss their effect  
   on mood and feelings. 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary for the Year: 

Minim, crotchet quaver, dotted minim, semibreve, stave, 
treble clef, duration, timbre, pitch, beat, tempo, texture, 
silence, drones plus Key Stage 1 words 

Style of music for listening and appraising: 

Grime 

 

Francis Johnson 

 
Classical 

 

 


