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Autumn Term 2021 – Hereford Class 

Monday 6th September 2021 

Dear parents/carers, 

Firstly, I would like to say a massive thank you for your kind and generous gifts that you gave at the end 
of last term. I was totally overwhelmed with your kindness. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new Year 1 parents into Key Stage One. Life in Key 
Stage One is very different to Early Years and I will do my very best to ensure that the transition for your 
children is smooth. During the first few weeks, before Dexter Class become full-time, all Year 1 children will 
have the opportunity, in the afternoons, to go back into Dexter Class for continuous provision. Children will 
be provided with a buddy to help them settle in to Hereford Class.  

Reading books are changed twice a week, on a Monday and Friday. These books are tightly linked with the 
sounds that your child has been taught. It is so important that they read each evening to help embed these 
sounds and help your children to become fluent readers. Please encourage your children to re-read books 
and sentences, particularly those that they have found a challenge or had to sound out. This will also be 
encouraged in school. Reading records are checked and notes from home are really valuable so please 
continue to make comments about how your child has got on with the book they have read at home. For 
example, if your child has found words tricky or a particular question difficult to answer, it would be great 
to know so that this can be tackled in class.  

Children will have four reading sessions each week. These involve whole class reading, discussion, follow on 
tasks relating to texts that they have read, and a variety of other activities. Children will also read to an 
adult wherever possible, but please be assured, I listen to them weekly during whole class reading sessions, 
it may just not be their home school reading book. 

We have spent an awful lot of money resourcing reading books over the last 2 years and ask that children 
do not put them inside their bags with their water bottle. We also ask that the children do not put books 
inside of each other but instead use the bookmark provided. 

Year 1 will sit a statutory Phonics Screening Check in June 2022 and more information about this will be 
shared during our planned phonics meeting, and closer to the time. 

Mr Spurrier will teach Hereford Class on a Thursday and Friday and children can come into school on 
these days, wearing their PE kits. Outdoor Learning will also be on a Friday. All children will need to 
change from their PE shoes into trainers or wellies, as well as some additional warm clothing during the 
colder, wetter months. We have purchased waterproofs for wet weather and will provide these to the 
children when necessary.  
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I update our class BLOG every Monday to inform you of our learning for the week so please make sure 
you are subscribed to this in order to get updates. On our website, you will find a yearly overview detailing 
when each immersion block takes place. For those of you that do not know, our Immersion Curriculum is 
our foundation subjects: History, Geography, Science, PSHE, Art and Music. These are taught in blocks over 
either 1 or 2 weeks. The Immersion Curriculum Overview is placed on our class page each week so that 
you are able to see the skills, knowledge and vocabulary that they will learn. 

Please ensure that the children come to school each day with their reading books and their water bottles. 
The children are reminded to take home their water bottles daily to have them washed and ready to bring 
back into school the next day.  

Each week, children will be given spelling homework. This matches the sound or rule that they have been 
taught. Please encourage the children to practise these daily and return them. Y2 will get their homework 
on a Monday and this needs to be returned the following Monday. The Y1 children will get their homework 
on a Friday and this needs to be returned the following Friday.  

If there are any questions that you have, please do not hesitate to speak to me at the end of the school 
day or contact me. A contact form can be found on the Hereford Class page of the school website, which is 
sent directly to my email inbox or alternatively, you can email me directly, using my address which I sent 
to you over the Summer.  

I look forward to working with you all. 

Kind regards, 

 

Miss Holden 
Hereford Class Teacher 

 

 

 


