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April 2021 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Belted Galloway – Summer Term 

 
I hope you and your family had an enjoyable and restful Easter break, and welcome you back to what looks to be an 

industrious and eventful term in Belted Galloway class. 

While there will be no ends of Key Stage Tests for the Year 6 children this term, we are determined to do all we can to 

make sure that they are ‘secondary ready’. We will be working to fill the gaps that have been missed through the school 

closures, putting specific emphasis on the spatial aspects of mathematics in particular. Through taking part in open 

assessment tasks and giving the children the opportunity to flag up what they perceive to be their weaknesses and seek 

advice and support, we aim to allow children to take control of their learning, but also in a way that offers rigour and focus. 

Children in Year 5 will benefit from this rigor: it is a positive bi-product of mixed-age classes that the younger children 

benefit from this recapping and consolidating process. Indeed, all children will have the opportunity to flag up areas where 

they need support or challenge, to tighten their numeracy and literacy skills and to approach assessments with 

determination and positivity. Mrs Harbord will continue to work alongside Mrs Stevens and myself to give all children more 

adult support and more challenge. 

In preparation for secondary school routines, I will be setting weekly homework. Initially, maths homework will start each 

week for all children, and by mid-May, additional homework in other subject areas with be set. The homework will be 

available for both Year 5 and Year 6, and will take a more irregular pattern to help the children learn to organise 

themselves as they would need to in secondary school. I will write with more information closer to the time. Year 5 

children are encouraged to get involved in this process, but there will be no obligation for them to take part: year 6 

children, however, will be strongly invited to take part in preparation for next year. 

As the term goes on, we aim to give the children many opportunities to be creative and practical. One of the highlights of 

the final seven weeks of school will be preparing for the end of year show, which will give all children the chance to work as 

part of a team, take constructive feedback and react to it immediately, and be dramatic. The changes in levels of 

confidence from the children when putting on a show are really pleasing to see. We are not sure what form this event will 

take yet, but we will endeavour to ensure it is a beneficial and memorable time for the children. 

We will be working in more detail on a series of specific subjects each week this term: the children will take part in Science, 

Geography, History, Art and Music weeks over the next few months: details of these will be published on the Belted 

Galloway section of the school website weekly.  

In PSHCE later this term, the children will be learning about how their bodies change, moving into puberty and how babies 

are made (Year 6 only). An additional letter will be with you shortly to give you more information about this.  

A trip to PGL, sports day, secondary transition days, a trip to Gloucester Cathedral, on line events hearing from authors we 

have studied, competitions and preparing for our leavers’ assembly also feature in a busy term! 

Kind Regards, 

 

Paul Beech 


